
Proposed Development of ~5000 Acres Adjacent to BGC Property 

  

Here’s what we know so far…  The ~5000 acres of land west of our Rattlesnake Bluffs 
was sold to a developer in late August and plans have been submitted to Brunswick 
County government to develop that area.  Latest information shows that the 
development, called the Maco Road Planned Development, between Town Creek Road 
and NC RT87, would include 12,500 homes, space for a new high school, middle and 
elementary school complex, four town centers, and a "corporate campus" as part of 
the development.  A scale drawing of the proposed layout of the development is 
below. 

 A meeting concerning this development was scheduled for 23 September at the 
Leland senior Center, but was cancelled.   This is clearly a massive development.  One 
local news outlet labeled it a “monstrosity”.  Your board of directors has already 
written two letters (shown on the next two page) to our state and county 
representative outlining our concerns.    

 We urge all BGC members to follow this proposed development and get involved with 
letting your concerns be known to our local representatives.  The board of directors 
intends to remain engaged with following the process and keeping our concerns 
known.    

 

  

 



Buccaneer Gun Club, Inc.

    Mailing Address      Physical Address
2030 Eastwood Road 1460 Goose Pond Road NE
Suite 9 Leland, NC 28451
Wilmington, NC 28403

15 August 2025

Commissioner Frank Williams
Brunswick County Government
30 Government Center Drive NE
Bolivia, NC 28422

Subject:  Opposition to the Sale/Development of Parcel #03500033

Executive Summary
Buccaneer Gun Club, Inc. strongly opposes the pending sale and potential development of Parcel #03500033 in 
Brunswick County (owned by Seven States Timberlands LLC), currently under deposit by the Paxton Group.  
This property borders our facility, and development here would directly threaten public safety, worsen 
flooding, strain emergency services, and jeopardize the operations of a lawful, long-standing community 
organization.

Brunswick County is already one of the fastest-growing counties in the nation, with overbuilding straining 
infrastructure and resources.  Flooding in the area is worsening, and emergency services have at times been 
unable to access residents due to high water.  Increased development will intensify these hazards.  While the 
North Carolina Sport Shooting Range Protection Act of 1997 offers some safeguards, proximity of new 
construction could still invite disputes and create operational risks for our facility, which has been in 
continuous operation since 1947.  We urge Brunswick County to prioritize safety, sustainability, and community 
stability by denying approval of this sale and any related development proposals.

Full Letter

Buccaneer Gun Club, Inc. is deeply concerned about the pending sale of a parcel of land in Brunswick County 
(Parcel #03500033, owned by Seven States Timberlands LLC), currently under deposit by the Paxton Group and 
on hold until September 2025.  We urge Brunswick County leadership to recognize the significant risks this 
potential sale and subsequent development pose—not only to our organization but to the broader community 
and environment.



Background:  Buccaneer Gun Club was established in 1947 and has been at its current location since 
incorporation in 1979 as an IRS 501 c7 organization.  We provide recreational, competition events and training in 
the shooting sports.  We have an immaculate safety record as our members are experienced and well trained.  
We have never had a member experience a training accident on club property.  The ranges are constructed to 
National Rifle Association standards and we follow range management guidelines such as “Best Management 
Practices for Lead at Outdoor Shooting Ranges” (EPA-902-B-01-001).  We are good neighbors to those who abut 
our property, and we support the local economy.  During the conduct of our day-to-day activities we use local 
website designers, lawyers, professional engineers, HVAC businesses, and a host of other local small businesses.  
We are environmentally conscious.  Hunting is not allowed, and our facility hosts a variety of wildlife. 

Key concerns:

1. Over Development and County Strain 

Brunswick County is already one of the fastest-growing counties in the United States.  This rapid pace of 
construction has put increasing strain on infrastructure, public services, and natural resources.  Adding more 
development without adequate planning will accelerate these problems.  We are specifically opposed to:

 high density residential development adjacent to, and/or abutting our property,

 siting a school, day care facility, etc., and

 dense commercial development such as a mall or “mini” town that houses multiple restaurants, 
businesses and apartment complexes proximal to our property.

2. Escalating Flooding Hazards

Flooding in this area has become both more frequent and more severe.  This was evident in the fall of 2024 when 
flooding from an unnamed storm caused the closure of Town Creek and other roads in the immediate area.  
Following this event, access to Buccaneer Gun Club and residences such as the new Pine Creek development 
were briefly restricted or denied.  Buccaneer Gun Club has invested heavily to responsibly control storm water on 
our property.  Turkey Branch, a tributary to Town Creek, is on the eastern margin of the parcel in question and is 
adjacent to our property.  Turkey Branch and its tributaries have extensive swamp land along its course.  
Construction and runoff from the resulting impervious surfaces into Turkey Branch will increase flood risks.  The 
groundwater table is very near the surface in the area.  During and for some time after rainy spells, the water 
table is at the surface as demonstrated by the saturated, spongy soil.  Construction of additional impervious 
surfaces will change groundwater hydrology and increase runoff since the water table is so close to the surface.

3. Emergency Services Access

There have been documented occasions when Brunswick County Emergency Services could not reach residents in 
our area due to flood-related road closures.  Increasing population density in a flood-prone zone would put more 
lives at risk and place additional burden on first responders.  Existing fire, police, and EMT infrastructure will very 
likely not be able to meet the needs of any new high density developments.

4. Protection of Established Lawful Operations

The North Carolina Sport Shooting Range Protection Act of 1997 exists to safeguard established ranges.  We are, 
however, deeply concerned about the potential for costly legal disputes and operational interference that could 
arise from challenges by new residential or commercial development in close proximity to our facility.



For these reasons, we strongly urge Brunswick County officials to act in the best interest of public safety, 
environmental protection, and community stability by denying approval of this sale and any subsequent 
development plans for Parcel #03500033.

We stand ready to provide additional information, documentation, or historical data to support this position and 
welcome the opportunity to engage with county leadership on responsible land use practices that protect the 
long-term well-being of Brunswick County residents.

Respectfully,

George Pickering
President, 
Buccaneer Gun Club, Inc.

Copy to:
Senator Bill Rabon
16 West Jones Street, 
Rm. 2010
Raleigh, NC 27601
Bill.Rabon@ncleg.gov 

Representative Frank Iler
300 N. Salisbury Street, Rm. 639
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925
Frank.Iler@ncleg.gov 

Representative Charles W. Miller
300 N Salisbury St. 
Rm 417-B
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925
Charles.Miller@ncleg.gov

Senator Michael Lee
300-N Salisbury St.
Rm 300-B
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925
Michael.Lee@ncleg.gov

Chairman Mike Forte
Brunswick County Government
30 Government Center Drive NE
Bolivia, NC 28422

https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/ContactMember/S/303
mailto:Michael.Lee@ncleg.gov
mailto:Charles.Miller@ncleg.gov
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/ContactMember/H/598


Buccaneer Gun Club, Inc.

    Mailing Address      Physical Address
2030 Eastwood Road 1460 Goose Pond Road NE
Suite 9 Leland, NC 28451
Wilmington, NC 28403

23 September 2025

Commissioner Frank Williams
Brunswick County Government
30 Government Center Drive NE
Bolivia, NC 28422

Subject:  Formal Opposition to the Sale/Development of Parcel #03500033

Dear [Planning Board/County Commissioners/Relevant Authority],

This letter is meant to express Buccaneer Gun Club’s strong opposition to the proposed sale and development 
of Parcel #03500033, specifically the plan to construct a middle and elementary school complex adjacent to an 
active sport shooting complex.

This proposal raises serious concerns across multiple dimensions—public safety, infrastructure strain, 
environmental risk, and legal precedent.  Buccaneer Gun Club urges you to reconsider this development in 
light of the following:

Public Safety and Legal Conflict

• The North Carolina Sport Shooting Range Protection Act of 1997 was enacted to safeguard lawful 
shooting operations from encroaching development that could compromise their viability or trigger unjustified 
restrictions.

• Locating a school complex near an active gun range is not only ill-advised—it directly contradicts the 
spirit and intent of this law. It invites future litigation, community tension, and potential liability.

Emergency Access and Infrastructure Burden

• The proposed site is so precariously located that a heliopad would be required to ensure emergency 
access during routine thunderstorms.  This is not a sustainable or responsible solution for daily operations.

• Emergency services are already strained in this region.  Adding a high-occupancy facility in a flood-
prone area will further compromise response times and public safety.



Escalating Flooding Hazards

• Over development in this corridor has already led to increased flooding frequency and severity.  The 
parcel in question is vulnerable to storm water accumulation and runoff, posing risks to students, staff, and 
surrounding neighborhoods.

• Building on this land will exacerbate environmental degradation and increase the county’s long-term 
mitigation costs.

Over development and County Strain

• Brunswick County is experiencing rapid growth, but this pace must be tempered with intelligent 
strategic planning.  Schools should be sited in areas with robust infrastructure, safe access, and minimal 
conflict with existing lawful operations.

• This proposal reflects reactive development, not proactive planning.  It places children in harm’s way 
and undermines the integrity of established land uses.

Protection of Lawful Operations

• The sport shooting range has operated lawfully and safely for years.  It contributes to local recreation, 
training, and economic activity.

• Approving this development would jeopardize its future, potentially forcing closure or costly 
modifications due to noise complaints or perceived safety concerns—despite its legal protections.

In conclusion, For these reasons, we strongly urge Brunswick County officials to act in the best interest of 
public safety, environmental protection, and community stability by denying approval of this sale and any 
subsequent development plans for Parcel #03500033.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  We stand ready to provide additional information, documentation, 
or historical data to support this position and welcome the opportunity to engage with county leadership on 
responsible land use practices that protect the long-term well-being of Brunswick County residents.

Respectfully,

George Pickering
President, 
Buccaneer Gun Club, Inc.

Copy to:
Senator Bill Rabon
16 West Jones Street, 



Rm. 2010
Raleigh, NC 27601
Bill.Rabon@ncleg.gov 

Representative Frank Iler
300 N. Salisbury Street, Rm. 639
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925
Frank.Iler@ncleg.gov 

Representative Charles W. Miller
300 N Salisbury St. 
Rm 417-B
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925
Charles.Miller@ncleg.gov

Senator Michael Lee
300-N Salisbury St.
Rm 300-B
Raleigh, NC 27603-5925
Michael.Lee@ncleg.gov

Chairman Mike Forte
Brunswick County Government
30 Government Center Drive NE
Bolivia, NC 28422

https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/ContactMember/S/303
mailto:Michael.Lee@ncleg.gov
mailto:Charles.Miller@ncleg.gov
https://www.ncleg.gov/Members/ContactMember/H/598
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